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to-day from Annapolis at the instigation of Vice-Admiral
Porter to get a change of orders for two more officers. By
regulation, one third of the officers go out annually. On
Porter's personal application, and assignment of reasons
which might perhaps suffice to make their cases excep-
tional, two officers, Phythian and Matthews, will remain.
He now urges that Luce and Sicard may also have their
orders changed.

It is wrong in Porter to give me this embarrassment.
Not to grant his farther application will be assumed by him
offensive in all probability; to grant it will be violating a
sound rule which should be rigidly adhered to. The officers
themselves are in league with Porter in this matter. A
clique has been growing up at Annapolis under his auspices
which should be broken up. Besides, the best interest of the
Academy and the service require triennial changes.

Governor Swann, sent here by Porter, went first to the
President on this subject and was referred to me. He was
very persistent and has a good deal of address and man-
agement. Made the application a personal favor to him-
self, as well as to Porter, and of great moment to the
Academy. But I must do my duty.

Montgomery Blair, who now devotes his time to elec-
tioneering almost exclusively, and who has honesty and
good sense, assures me that the Democrats will carry In-
diana and Ohio at the October election, and he is also very
confident of Pennsylvania. I hope he may not be mistaken,
yet I candidly confess I have no confidence of such a result
in either State. That should be the case, but the people
yield passively to party discipline and to a surprising
extent seem indifferent to the welfare of the government,
and, stranger still, they submit with almost abject subserv-
iency to onerous taxation. What but the madness and
blunders of party could have produced such a result as the
late election in Maine? May we not expect like obtuseness
in the Middle States? There is no love for Grant; there is
positive dislike of Seymour.